
December 9, 2020 

Dear North Collins Parents/Guardians: 

The North Collins Central School District continues making preparations to comply with the 
New York State Micro Cluster Action Initiative and the specific requirements in the event any 
portion of our District is designated as “yellow, orange, or red.”  We are currently in the yellow 
zone, and as of today, schools in Yellow Zones must test 20% of in-person students, faculty and 
staff over a two-week period to have in-person instruction. If the results of the testing reveal that 
the positivity rate among the 20% of those tested is lower than the Yellow Zone’s current 7-day 
positivity rate, testing at that school will no longer be required to continue. A positivity rate in a 
school that is lower than the Yellow zone’s current 7-day positivity rate is a sufficient 
demonstration that in-person instruction is not a significant driver of local viral spread. However, 
if the results of the testing over the first two weeks reveal that the positivity rate among in-person 
students, staff and faculty is higher than the Yellow Zone’s current 7-day positivity rate, the 
school will be required to continue to test 20% of the in-person population on a bi-weekly basis. 

If everything remains the same with the governor's zoning rules, our plan is to return to our 
HYBRID learning model on January 4, 2021. We will then schedule COVID testing for 
students and staff to be conducted on a rotating basis at each building. The testing will be 
conducted by our school nurses (Mrs. Habermehl, Mrs. Navel and Mrs. Senus) and additional 
support from a substitute nurse. We will use the BinaxNOW test, which is the shallow nasal 
swab test.  You can see a demonstration of the test HERE. 

We are now approved to administer the COVID-19 testing that we are required to return 
to the HYBRID learning model.  In order to test your child, we need your consent. Students 
attending in-person will be selected for testing on a random basis, so your child may or may not 
be selected at any point while the District is in one of the designated zones. The consent form for 
your child(ren) is an electronic form.  Please click the “consent form” link for further 
information.  A consent form needs to be completed for each child.  Please know, consent is 
voluntary, no students will be barred from the in-person HYBRID learning model for refusing to 
be tested. 

All negative test results will be reported to parents/guardians on the same day via a letter taken 
home with the student.  If an individual tests positive, the nurse will contact the parent/guardian 
immediately via phone.  The student will wait in a secure and supervised space until they are 
able to go home. We are required to report testing results to the Department of Health and testing 
results will remain strictly confidential. 

Please take time to consider participating in the random COVID-19 testing (consent form). You 
may give permission for one or more of your children, and decline testing for others. If your 
child(ren) is already in a 100% remote learning setting, you will NOT be required to respond to 
the consent form.  Please understand, we do not make this request without much consideration of 
all the factors at hand. Once again, our goal is to have students attend school in our HYBRID 
model, and while we are designated in one of the “zones”, this is our only way to accomplish 
that, as per the latest NYSDOH guidelines. 



I know that these are challenging times, and that this decision may be a difficult one to 
make.  Please know that either way, we respect your decision. Please stay healthy, take care of 
yourselves and participate fully in our remote learning until then. As always, call or email with 
any questions.  

Sincerely 

Scott Taylor 
 


